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Dear reader,
welcome to the inaugural issue of State, Religion and Church, 
a peer-reviewed electronic religious studies journal. This new 

initiative of the russian Presidential academy of National economy 
and Public administration (Moscow) was undertaken with the goal of 
bringing russian contributions to religious studies into dialogue with 
global developments in the field. Our parent journal, Gosudarstvo, 
religiia, tserkov’ v Rossii i za rubezhom (State, Religion and Church 
in Russia and Worldwide) is a cutting-edge peer-reviewed print 
quarterly published in russian that features both original research 
and translations of seminal theoretical contributions to religious 
studies originally published elsewhere. It has thus emerged as a leader 
in the development of new directions in religious studies in post-
Soviet russia.

State, Religion and Church, which will appear twice yearly, will 
complement the parent journal by publishing translations of original 
articles first published in Gosudarstvo, religiia, tserkov’. In addition, 
our translations of book reviews will provide a window into the state of 
the religious studies field in russia that will be of interest to specialists 
focused on russia and eurasia as well as other scholars in religious 
studies. But our mission is also broader. readers can anticipate a 
diverse array of topics, including both empirically and theoretically 
oriented contributions from a variety of disciplinary perspectives. In 
addition to publishing translations from russian, we will also publish 
quality original articles written in english.

Thematically, this current issue deals mostly with russian religious 
thought and praxis. It examines problems of religious identity among 
russian Orthodox Christians in secular and post-secular ideological 
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environments in addition to exploring theoretical approaches to the 
concepts of secularism and post-secularism. although the term was 
coined earlier, the concept of “post-secular society” has stimulated 
substantial and at times contentious discussion since its public 
invocation by Jürgen Habermas in his acceptance speech for the 2001 
Peace Prize of the German Publishers and Booksellers association. 
The debates surrounding post-secularism (whether as an empirical 
descriptive term or a set of normative assumptions) are perhaps 
especially relevant to contemporary russia, where a militantly 
ideological secularist regime has been replaced by an order in which 
the russian Orthodox Church (rOC) has returned to a position of 
power and close collaboration with the secular (or not quite secular?) 
state authorities.

Perhaps unsurprisingly in light of recent russian history and the 
religious turn in the humanities and social sciences, religious life in 
the Soviet Union has become one of the hottest areas of inquiry in 
russian studies both inside and outside russia. In this issue of State, 
Religion and Church we bring you an original contribution in the 
form of alexey Beglov’s historical and anthropological investigation 
of the evolution of practices associated with Holy Communion in the 
rOC from the late imperial period of russian history through the 
entire Soviet period. Questions of proper religious practice (and who 
is allowed to define it) are also key to Dmitry Uzlaner’s interpretive 
study of materials generated by both state organs and civil society in 
connection with the Pussy riot trial of 2012. This article, which speaks 
to the peculiarities of russian post-secularism through the lens of the 
Pussy riot affair, represents one of the first scholarly attempts to come 
to terms with this cause célèbre. Its close analysis, featuring many 
extended quotations, offers those unable to read russian a glimpse 
into fascinating sources unavailable in english.

The problematics of post-secularism link Uzlaner’s article to 
alexander Kyrlezhev’s essay, which, written within the tradition of 
russian religious philosophy, seeks a theoretical conception of religion 
suitable for a post-secular world. Meanwhile, Christopher Stroop 
embarks on an intellectual-historical search for specifically russian 
origins of the post-secular moment, which he defines as characterized 
primarily by an intense confrontation with the problem of nihilism. 
Finally, sociologist of religion Dmitry rogozin presents readers with 
his analysis of an empirical case study of religious identity among 
members of the older generation in the recently established Ivanovo 
archdiocese. Just as Uzlaner’s study of the Pussy riot phenomenon does, 
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rogozin’s study sheds light on an important aspect of contemporary 
russian religious life.

The translated articles offered here are just a taste of what State, 
Religion and Church’s parent journal has brought to religious studies 
in russia, and we are excited to be able to bring russian scholarship 
on some of the most pressing contemporary issues in religious studies 
to a broader global readership. In future issues of State, Religion 
and Church we will expand the journal’s scope beyond russia and 
Christianity, but we will retain, as one aspect of our mission, a 
commitment to making russian religious studies scholarship more 
widely available by publishing translations. We would like to take 
this opportunity to solicit original manuscripts written in english by 
scholars outside russia. Those that make it through an initial round 
of editorial screening will go through a standard process of double-
blind peer review.

readers are welcome to send comments, questions or submissions 
to religion@rane.ru or cstroop@gmail.com.

With warm regards,
The Editors


